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The Care of the Syrian Hamster

Syrian Hamsters are native to the desert areas of Syria and are the most commonly kept breed of hamster.

The Syrian Hamster is a solitary animal and it is unusual to for them to live with another past the age of about 8-10 weeks. It is important that they are housed separately or serious fighting and even death can occur. 

These hamsters are generally nocturnal, becoming active mainly at dawn and dusk. They make excellent pets and are usually nice natured and easy to handle.

Housing can be provided in the form of a traditional wire cage or an enclosed cage. Wire cages can prove beneficial as this gives your hamster the extra climbing space. Whichever cage it is you choose, you should always provide the largest space possible. 

It is essential to provide your hamster with an exercise wheel. Studies have shown that an average hamster will run up to 5 miles per day on their wheels. Ensure that you choose an appropriate sized wheel for your hamster.

Since all hamsters like to burrow, and your hamster is no different, give them something on the floor of their enclosure they can burrow into. Absorbent and dust-free materials like wood shavings work best. This should be replaced at least once a week. A house or area for your hamster to hide away should also be provided. This should be filled with a soft bedding to ensure your hamster stays warm and comfortable.

Syrian  hamsters are omnivores and will need both meat an vegetable elements in their diets. It is therefore vitally important to provide your hamster with a good quality hamster mix. Small amounts of fruits and vegetables, bird seeds and millet sprays may also be offered along with a little cooked chicken from time to time. As your hamsters teeth will constantly grow throughout his life, it is essential to provide chewing material to help keep his teeth healthy. This can be in the form of mineral stones, salt licks, wooden chew toys etc. Ensure you provide fresh food and water on a daily basis.

Maintenance is also important. As well as replacing the floor covering and soft bedding, wash the enclosure once a week with a pet safe disinfectant.. Household detergents should not be used.

Before purchasing your Syrian hamster, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Hamsters have a lifespan of 1 ½ to 2 years

· All hamsters can bite, although harmless, it can be a shock if it should happen.

· They are escape artists. There is no easy solution to finding an escaped hamster. Don’t lose him in the first place.


