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The Care of the Indian Ring neck Parakeet

The Indian Ring neck parakeets are native to Asia and Africa and favour forests or arid environments.

Ring necks are very active, energetic and very playful birds. They should therefore be housed in the largest cage possible. Ring necks enjoy spacious cages and will make good use of any excess space they have. Your parakeet should be able to turn around, flap his wings, hop from perch to perch and play with his toys without touching the bars of the cage.

Ring necks are sociable birds and will become unhappy if left alone for long periods of time. It is best to get a pair if you are likely to be out of the house for long periods. Despite this, there will be, on occasion, Ring necks which will not tolerate companions in their enclosure. If this should happen, it is best to separate the birds immediately. 

Ring necks are elegant and beautiful and make great pets for those willing to put the time in, however, if not given sufficient attention your ring neck may become unfriendly and disobedient. It should also be noted that ring necks go through a stage during adolescence which proves difficult for some owners to manage. This stage, known as bluffing, is a natural part of the birds development and is a critical learning period. How you deal with this stage has a lasting effect on your birds personality. Much like a toddler, the ring neck will use his beak to grab at anything, including your fingers. It is vitally important that this behavior is completely ignored. If your bird bites do not yell, hit, flick his beak or spray him with water. Ring necks do not understand this type of punishment and if abused in this way will become aggressive and fearful of humans. During this period, remember to hang in there, once the hormones subside and the bluffing stopped, you will have a ring neck who will never use his beak in an aggressive manner.

Provide your cockatiel with perches in a variety of shapes and sizes. This will help exercise your birds feet and help prevent problems.

The base of the cage should be lined with either sand sheets or bird sand. This should be changed at least once a week.

Ring necks are vegetarian and enjoy a varied diets of seeds, fruits and vegetables. A good quality parakeet mix should be offered daily along with a fresh supply of water. Vegetables such as cucumber, carrots, broccoli and all cabbage varieties can be offered along with small amounts of apple and grapes. A millet spray will be greatly appreciated by most ring necks and is in fact a great pass time for them. A piece of cuttlebone should always be made available to your ring neck. This is a great source of calcium and also helps keep the beak in good condition. Because your ring neck does not have teeth, a bowl of grit should always be on offer. This will help grind the food down in their stomach and also aids digestion.

Ring necks are intelligent animals and get bored very easily. It is essential you provide them with a variety of toys and chewing materials. This can be in the form of mirrors, ropes, plastic toys, wooden gnaw blocks, mineral stones and bells etc. 

Maintenance is also important. As well as replacing the floor covering and replacing food and water daily, wash the enclosure once a week with a bird safe disinfectant.. Household detergents should not be used.

Before purchasing your Ring neck, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Ring necks have a lifespan in excess of 25 years

· All Ring necks can bite, although harmless, it can be a shock if it should happen.

· They are escape artists. There is no easy solution to finding an escaped Ring neck.  Don’t lose him in the first place.

· Ring necks will reach an adult size of 16 inches.


