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The Care of the Red Eye Crocodile Skink

The Red Eye crocodile skink is native to Indonesia and the surrounding islands. It can be found in moist areas close to water.

Growing to an adult size of 18 to 20cm, the Red Eye Crocodile Skink reaches maturity in their third or fourth year  and have an average lifespan of 12-15 years.

A 3ft vivarium or glass tank will provide sufficient housing for an adult pair. The vivarium should be able to withstand high levels of moisture. 

Red Eye Crocodile Skinks are from tropical climates and require higher temperatures and humidity. Ceramic heating systems will provide the 32C temperature required. Remember to install the heater at one end of the enclosure to provide a hot and cool end. Ceramic heaters should not be used without a thermostat and a guard should be fitted around the heater.  Due to the skinks nocturnal nature, a lower percentage of UVB is required, possibly a 2% bulb. 

This species prefers a high humidity at 80%, we therefore recommend orchid bark as an appropriate substrate as this maintains the moisture.

Hides should be provided throughout the enclosure, with humidity hides being essential. These should be enclosed hides filled with sphagnum moss which are sprayed daily to maintain the moisture levels. Some climbing areas should also be made available. These can be in the form of cork bark, java branches etc.

Spray the whole enclosure daily with tepid water.

A large shallow water dish should be provided and the water changed daily. Your skinks will spend a lot of their time soaking in this. Remember not to make the water too deep or the skinks could drown.

Feeding is in the form of live foods. Crickets should form the bulk of the diet. Remember there are two types of crickets, silent and black. It is a good idea to mix both into the diet. A bowl of appropriately sized meal worms should also be offered. Other foods to be offered can be termed ’treat foods’. Offer too many too often and they can be fattening. These include waxworms and hoppers. Looking after your live food is vitally important. This makes sure your skink is amply catered for with the correct multi-vitamins he needs and also saves you money. 

Daily spot clean the vivarium removing all faecal matter and old food. Change water daily. Complete a full strip down every four weeks, replacing all substrates and thoroughly cleaning all the vivarium and bowls etc. Always use a reptile disinfectant.

Before purchasing your skink, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Red Eye Crocodile Skinks have a lifespan in excess of 12 years

· It is unfair not to appreciate other family members fears. Do not purchase if everybody in the household is not in agreement

· They are escape artists - there are no easy solutions to finding an escaped skink - don’t lose them in the first place

· All skinks can bite. Although harmless with no venom, it can be a shock if it should happen.


