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The Care of Leopard Geckos

Leopard Geckos are by far the most suitable pet lizard for beginners. In the wild, they occur in dry arid areas of Pakistan and surrounding areas

Hatchlings are best kept in small plastic containers such as Exo-terra Faunariums. The medium size is best for youngsters. They will happily live for three to four months in this size. After this, move them to the large size faunarium for a further three or four months. The final stage for adults is to house them in a wooden vivarium, an ideal size is 24”. A 30” vivarium will be fine for a small group, say two or three. It is best to be careful when increasing the size of the vivariums, geckos can become stressed if they are moved into large vivaria too quickly. If unsure, seek our advice.

Place a heat mat under one half of the faunarium, creating a hot end and a cool end. The heat mat must be left on 24 hours a day. This species has no UVB requirements and lighting, is therefore, not needed.

Use calcium substrate for flooring material. It is important to use calcium sand only, normal reptile sand is not suitable. Place a shallow water bowl in the cool end of the enclosure. Geckos are best provided with a wet box. This should be an enclosed hide, filled with damp sphagnum moss in the warm end of the enclosure. The wet box should be sprayed daily to keep the humidity up. Without this, skin shedding problems occur. In extreme cases this can lead to loss of toes. Another hide should also be provided, a piece of cork bark is idea.

Feeding is in the form of live foods. Crickets should form the bulk of the diet. Remember there are two types of crickets, silent and black. It is a good idea to mix both into the diet. A bowl of appropriately sized meal worms should also be offered. Other foods to be offered can be termed ’treat foods’. Offer too many too often and they can be fattening. These include waxworms and hoppers. Looking after your live food is vitally important. This makes sure your gecko is amply catered for with the correct multi-vitamins he needs and also saves you money. Some books say to cool crickets before offering them to the gecko, this really is not advisable. Your gecko is not designed for eating cold things.

Babies need to be fed twice daily. Best to keep in the habit of feeding on a morning and evening. After around four to six months they can be put onto their adult diet of once daily. Each individual varies but offer around  eight food items per sitting, as a rule. Some will take more, others less. Remember that babies will need small crickets and will need larger food items as they grow. Do not use large crickets for baby geckos. Before feeding, the food will need to be dusted with a good quality calcium powder. This should be done 5 days a week for babies and three to four times a week for adults. Crickets should be fed daily and ‘treat foods’ can be offered twice a week.

As a youngster your gecko will shed its skin about every four weeks. Adults are less frequent, usually three or four times a year.

Daily spot clean the enclosure, removing all faecal matter and any shed skin. Change the water daily. Complete a full strip down every four weeks, replacing all substrates and thoroughly  cleaning all the vivarium and bowls etc. Always use a reptile disinfectant. 

Before purchasing your Gecko, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Geckos have a lifespan of around 20 years

· This species of gecko remains small at around 8 inches

· It is unfair not to appreciate other family members fears. Do not purchase if everybody in the household is not in agreement

· They are escape artists - there are no easy solutions to finding an escaped gecko - don’t lose them in the first place

· All geckos can bite. Although harmless with no venom, it can be a shock if it should happen.


