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The Care of Guinea pigs

Guinea pigs are inquisitive, friendly animals that enjoy being handled and rarely bite or scratch. They make wonderful pets for both adults and children. There are many different breeds of domestic guinea pigs, varying in size, colour and characteristics. 

Guinea pigs are sociable animals and prefer to live in pairs or small groups (of the same sex). Although unusual, fights can sometimes occur. If this should happen, it is best to separate the guinea pigs immediately.

It is possible to house guinea pigs both indoors and outdoors. Whichever option it is you choose, you should always provide the largest space possible. The habitat should be at least four times the size of your guinea pig and be escape proof with a solid base. Remember, if you are to keep more than one guinea pig, the size of the enclosure will need to be adjusted accordingly. The hutch should never be placed in direct sunlight or next to a radiator. If housing outdoors, a cover should be used at night to prevent wind and rain getting into the hutch. 

One to two inches of bedding should be used on the base of the enclosure. Absorbent and dust-free materials like wood shavings work best. This should be replaced once a week. If housing outdoors, it is essential to provide your guinea pig with sufficient bedding in an enclosed part of the hutch to enable your pet to stay warm and comfortable. This should be in the form of hay and straw.

Guinea pigs are herbivores, eating only fruits, vegetables and grasses in the wild. As guinea pigs do not make their own vitamin C, it is vitally important to provide your guinea pig with a good quality guinea pig mix along with fresh fruits and vegetables on a daily basis, with hay also being an important part of the diet. Serious health issues could arise if enough vitamin C is not provided through the diet. As your guinea pigs teeth will constantly grow throughout his life, it is essential to provide chewing material to help keep his teeth healthy. This can be in the form of mineral stones, salt licks, wooden chew toys etc. Ensure you provide fresh food and water on a daily basis.

Maintenance is also important. As well as replacing the floor covering and bedding, wash the enclosure once a week with a pet safe disinfectant.. Household detergents should not be used.

Before purchasing your guinea pig, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Guinea pigs have an average lifespan of 5-7 years

· All guinea pigs can bite and scratch, although harmless, it can be a shock if it should happen.

· Guinea pigs do not make their own vitamin C. You will therefore need to provide a good mixture of dietary requirements.


