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The Care of the Gerbil

Gerbils are small mammals which belong to the rodent family. There are many different species of gerbil throughout the world. Most inhabit semi-desert areas where they live in burrows.

Gerbils are social animals which tend to live longer, healthier lives when housed together. It is therefore better to keep them in pairs or small groups of the same sex. 

Although gerbils are native to various countries, the most popular domestic pet is the Mongolian Gerbil. These creatures are usually gentle and tend not to bite.

Housing can be provided in the form of a traditional wire cage or an enclosed cage or glass tank. A glass tank could prove more beneficial as this allows for an extra deep layer of bedding which will enable your gerbils to burrow. For a pair of gerbils, the minimum size enclosure we would recommend is 15”. Always provide the largest cage possible. 

It is beneficial to provide your gerbils with an exercise wheel. Ensure the wheel is of the appropriate size and is also enclosed with no gaps. This will prevent injury to the gerbils tail and feet.

Since all gerbils like to burrow, and your gerbil is no different, give them something on the floor of their enclosure they can burrow into. Absorbent and dust-free materials like saw dust and wood shavings work best. This should be replaced at least once a week. A house or area for your gerbils to hide away should also be provided. This should be filled with a soft bedding to ensure your gerbils stays warm and comfortable.

Gerbils are omnivores and will need both meat an vegetable elements in their diets. It is therefore vitally important to provide your Gerbil with a good quality Gerbil mix. Small amounts of fruits and vegetables, bird seeds and millet sprays may also be offered along with a little cooked chicken from time to time. As your gerbils teeth will constantly grow throughout his life, it is essential to provide chewing material to help keep his teeth healthy. This can be in the form of mineral stones, salt licks, wooden chew toys etc. Ensure you provide fresh food and water on a daily basis.

Maintenance is also important. As well as replacing the floor covering and soft bedding, wash the enclosure once a week with a pet safe disinfectant. Household detergents should not be used.

Before purchasing your Gerbil, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Gerbils have a lifespan of 2 to 3 years

· All Gerbils can bite, although harmless, it can be a shock if it should happen.

· They are escape artists. There is no easy solution to finding an escaped Gerbil. Don’t lose him in the first place.

· Gerbils grow to an adult size of 6-12 inches, including the tail.


