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The Care of Emperor Scorpions

The Emperor Scorpion is native to tropical Africa and can be found close to the surface under rocks, logs and other forest debris.

Reaching an adult length of around 8 inches, the emperor is one of the largest scorpions. It’s venom is mild and the scorpion as a whole is not very aggressive, making this an excellent choice for the novice collector.

Vivariums can be provided  by a plastic or glass unit. A 20” x 10” tank is sufficient for an adult. Ensure it is escape proof.  Heating should  be provided in the form of a heat mat. Place the vivarium on top of the heat mat so half of the enclosure is warm and half is cooler. Leave the heat mat switched on 24 hours a day. Emperor Scorpions are nocturnal and therefore, no lighting is required. 

Emperors are unusually social compared to other scorpions and it is possible to have several scorpions living together in a communal enclosure. If keeping more than one scorpion, the vivarium size should be increased accordingly and extra hides be provided.

We would recommend Forest Bed or Spider Life (or a mix of both) be used as a substrate. This should be approximately 3 inches deep to allow for burrowing. Spray daily to maintain a higher level of humidity. 

Hides and a water bowl should be provided. The hide can be in the form of cork bark. The best choice for drinking water is to use Bug Gel. This is a jelly which allows the scorpions to drink without drowning. It also provides a source of calcium.

Spot clean and attend to the scorpion on a daily basis. A full sterilise, strip down and change of substrate should be done every three to four weeks. Always use a good quality reptile disinfectant, household cleaners should not be used.

Food is best provided by commercially available lie insects such as silent/black crickets, wax worms, locusts and mealworms. Ensure all live food is ‘gut loaded’ with a good quality insect food, such as Bug Grub and provided with Bug Gel. This not only keeps the live food alive longer, therefore saving you money, but also ensures the vitamins your scorpion needs are already inside the live food.

Scorpions from time to time will shed their skins. This comes off in one piece.

Handling should be kept to a minimum. This keeps stress levels down and is also a better option for the keeper as scorpions can sting. If you are stung it has been likened to a bee sting. A small percentage of people are allergic to bee and scorpion stings, so care must be taken. Also be careful of the claws, they can give quite a nip.

Before purchasing your scorpion, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Emperor scorpions have a lifespan of around 8 years

· You will need to keep crickets. These often escape and end up roaming the house

· It is unfair not to appreciate other family members fears. Do not purchase if everybody in the household is not in agreement

· They are escape artists - there are no easy solutions to finding an escaped scorpion - don’t lose them in the first place

· All scorpions can sting. This will be at least comparable to a bee sting, at worst could cause a significant health risk.


