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The Care of the Dwarf Hamster - Winter White and Campbells.

Winter White and Campbells Dwarf Hamsters are native to South West Siberia, where they live amongst grassy steppes.

The Winter White is so called because of it’s tendency to turn white in the winter. This is due to the shorter daylight hours. The hamsters coat may become lighter, have light patches or become almost completely white.

This species is sociable and will live with others of it’s own kind in single or mixed sex groups, providing they are introduced at a young age. These hamsters are generally nocturnal but can become very active for short periods throughout the day. They make excellent pets, however, due to their small size, they can be quite difficult for small children to handle. Winter Whites are generally nice natured.

Care should be taken when purchasing a cage for dwarf hamsters due to their ability to squeeze through tight spaces. These dwarfs can easily fit through the bars of hamster cages. It is therefore best to choose an enclosed cage or a cage with appropriately sized bars for dwarf hamsters. 

It is essential to provide your hamster with an exercise wheel. Studies have shown that an average hamster will run up to 5 miles per day on their wheels. Ensure that you choose an appropriate sized wheel for a dwarf hamster.

Since all hamsters like to burrow, and your dwarf is no different, give them something on the floor of their enclosure they can burrow into. Absorbent and dust-free materials like wood shavings work best. This should be replaced at least once a week. A house or area for your hamster to hide away should also be provided. This should be filled with a soft bedding to ensure your hamster stays warm and comfortable.

Dwarf hamsters have a very fast metabolism and will consume a lot of food. It is therefore vitally important to provide your hamster with a good quality hamster mix. Small amounts of fruits and vegetables, bird seeds and millet sprays may also be offered. As your hamsters teeth will constantly grow throughout his life, it is essential to provide chewing material to help keep his teeth healthy. This can be in the form of mineral stones, salt licks, wooden chew toys etc. Ensure you provide fresh food and water on a daily basis.

Maintenance is also important. As well as replacing the floor covering and soft bedding, wash the enclosure once a week with a pet safe disinfectant.. Household detergents should not be used.

Before purchasing your Dwarf hamster, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Hamsters have a lifespan of 1 ½ to 2 years

· All hamsters can bite, although harmless, it can be a shock if it should happen.

· They are escape artists. There is no easy solution to finding an escaped hamster. Don’t lose him in the first place.


