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The Care of the Cockatiel

The Cockatiel is extremely popular in the pet trade, as a caged bird, they are second only in popularity to the Budgerigar. Cockatiels are native to the outback regions of inland Australia and favour the Australian wetlands, scrublands and bush lands. In the wild, cockatiels are typically seen flying in pairs or small flocks.

Cockatiels are very active and energetic birds and should therefore be housed in the largest cage possible. The minimum sized enclosure we would recommend for one cockatiel is 20”. This being based on allowing the cockatiel to fly freely on a daily basis. 

Cockatiels are very sociable birds and will become unhappy if left alone for long periods of time. It is best to get a pair if you are likely to be out of the house for long periods. Despite this, there will be, on occasion, cockatiels which will not tolerate companions in their enclosure. If this should happen, it is best to separate the birds immediately. 

Provide your cockatiel with perches in a variety of shapes and sizes. This will help exercise your birds feet and help prevent problems.

The base of the cage should be lined with either sand sheets or bird sand. This should be changed at least once a week.

Cockatiels are vegetarian and enjoy a varied diets of seeds, fruits and vegetables. A good quality cockatiel mix should be offered daily along with a fresh supply of water. Vegetables such as cucumber, carrots, broccoli and all cabbage varieties can be offered along with small amounts of apple and grapes. A millet spray will be greatly appreciated by most cockatiels and is in fact a great pass time for them. A piece of cuttlebone should always be made available to your cockatiel. This is a great source of calcium and also helps keep the beak in good condition. Because your cockatiel does not have teeth, a bowl of grit should always be on offer. This will help grind the food down in their stomach and also aids digestion.

Cockatiels are playful animals. It is essential you provide them with a variety of toys and chewing materials. This can be in the form of mirrors, ropes, plastic toys, wooden gnaw blocks, mineral stones and bells etc. 

Maintenance is also important. As well as replacing the floor covering and replacing food and water daily, wash the enclosure once a week with a bird safe disinfectant.. Household detergents should not be used.

Before purchasing your Cockatiel, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Cockatiels have a lifespan in excess of 20 years

· All cockatiels can bite, although harmless, it can be a shock if it should happen.

· They are escape artists. There is no easy solution to finding an escaped cockatiel.  Don’t lose him in the first place.

· Cockatiels will reach an adult size of 12-13 inches


