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The Care of the African Pygmy Hedgehog

African Pygmy hedgehogs (APH) are a mix of species native to Africa.

APH’s are usually solitary animals. Females will occasionally live in the same enclosure but you should not attempt this with males.

APH’s are generally nocturnal, becoming active mainly at dawn and dusk. They make excellent pets and are usually nice natured and easy to handle.

APH’s should always be housed indoors, ideally in an indoor rabbit cage. You should always provide the largest space possible. In the wild hedgehogs will walk up to several miles in any one night. It is therefore essential to provide your hog with an exercise wheel. The more appropriate type of wheel to use is a flying saucer. This is an enclosed plastic wheel on a slope which enables your hog to run freely without causing damage to his back or legs. A house should also be provided to allow your hog to hide away and sleep.

The base of the enclosure should be covered with a dust free small animal bedding such as wood shavings, granulated corn cob or care fresh. Kitchen towel may also be used. Shredded paper bedding can be placed inside the house to keep your hog warm and comfortable whilst he sleeps.

When placed in a new environment or encountering a new smell your hog will often behave in a peculiar manner. This is called anointing. They will lick and bite at the place the new smell occurs for several minutes before generating a large amount of frothing saliva in their mouths and spreading it over their quills. They are amazingly agile little creatures and can soon have the strange froth concoction spread over their bodies in no time. No one is quite sure why they do this, though it is thought to have something to do with either masking or stabilising their own body smells. This is perfectly normal though and should be allowed to continue until the hog has finished.
 A hedgehog’s main diet should consist of a high quality cat food either chicken or turkey flavoured (not Beef or Lamb as these are too fattening). The cat food you choose needs to be of the dry biscuit variety, preferably one for older cats (usually called a ‘light’ version) as it needs to contain less than 10% fat and more than 30 % protein. As well as this basic diet hedgehogs love meal worms. It is a good idea to feed these by hand to help your hogs get used to you. If you aren’t sure about giving live creatures to your hogs then there are many dried versions available. Mealworms can be very fattening for your hog though so limit them to only a few each day. Small amounts of cooked meat, fruit and vegetables may also be offered
Maintenance is also important. As well as replacing the floor covering and soft bedding, wash the enclosure once a week with a pet safe disinfectant.. Household detergents should not be used.

Before purchasing your APH, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· APH have a lifespan of up to 10 years

· All hedgehogs can bite, although harmless, it can be a shock if it should happen.

· They are surprisingly fast. A hedgehog should never be left unattended whilst out of his cage.


