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The Care of Giant African Land Snails

Giant African Land Snails need a glass or sturdy plastic tank with a secure lid. Snails will soon climb out of open tanks. Wooden enclosures are unsuitable as these will be chewed and splinters can cause injury to any occupants. The tank should be kept out of direct sunlight, away from radiators, out of draughts and away from where chemicals and insecticides are likely to be used.

Two land snails will need an enclosure 60cm x 45cm x40cm. A larger tank is needed for housing more than two snails. The enclosure should have 3-6cm of Forest Bed covering the floor, which should be damp but not soaked. Avoid using soil from the garden as this can be too stony or contain fertiliser or other chemicals which are harmful to snails. The snails will bury themselves in the substrate.

Snails should be kept at a temperature of 21 - 23C to maintain normal growth. A heat pat can be used under the tank, unless the room in which the snails are too be housed maintains the appropriate temperature. Higher temperatures encourage faster growth, but care needs to be taken to monitor the temperature in the tank does not drop below 18C or reach temperatures above 29C. If the conditions are too hot or cold the snails will hide and become inactive. A thin mucocalcareous skin may form over the aperture of the shell. The snail may then become dormant for several months or even die if the temperatures become too low. Extra light is not needed  if the tank is located in a room which is already lit by indirect sunlight. The snails will avoid coming out in bright light.

Leafy greens including lettuce, cabbage, water cress and spinach should all be on the snails menu. They will also eat fruit and vegetables such as apples, cucumber, mango, courgettes, melons, grapes and bananas.  The food should be chopped, washed to remove any harmful chemicals and then spread out on the substrate or fed to the snails in a shallow dish. Calcium is also an important part of the land snails diet for normal formation and growth of the shell. This can be provided by giving the snails a cuttlebone and also sprinkling a calcium powder onto the food. A very shallow dish of water should be provided as a snail can drown in anything deeper than a few millimetres.

Snails can be kept alone or in a group. It is important to remember that snails are hermaphrodite, so are both male and female. Keeping two snails together of the same size is likely to result in the snails breeding, which means that you will also need to care for any offspring.

The walls of the tank should be regularly washed to keep them free from any mucus and droppings that are left. The substrate should be changed weekly and the tank washed with warm water, without the use of any detergents or disinfectants which are harmful to the snails.


