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The Care of the Canary

Canary’s belong to the finch family and are native to the Canary Islands.  In the wild these birds would feed in flocks, foraging on the ground or amongst low vegetation.

Canary’s are very active birds which like wide open spaces so the largest possible cage should be provided. We would recommend a cage of at least 16” as suitable housing for one canary.  

Canary’s are social birds and can be housed with other canary’s and finches. Although unusual, sometimes fighting can occur. If this is the case, it is best to separate the birds immediately. 

Provide your canary with perches in a variety of shapes and sizes. This will help exercise your birds feet and help prevent problems.

In the wild, canary’s love to roll in dew dampened grass for a bath. You can give your bird a treat by putting in damp dandelion leaves or grasses in the bottom of the cage for a few hours. An enclosed bird bath will also provide a fun bath for your pet. 

The base of the cage should be lined with either sand sheets or bird sand. This should be changed at least once a week.

Canary’s are vegetarian and enjoy a varied diets of seeds, fruits and vegetables. A good quality canary mix should be offered daily along with a fresh supply of water. Every few days you may also provide your canary with song food to help develop vocal cords. Vegetables such as cucumber, carrots, broccoli and all cabbage varieties can be offered along with small amounts of apple and grapes. A millet spray will be greatly appreciated by most canary’s and is in fact a great pass time for them. A piece of cuttlebone should always be made available to your canary. This is a great source of calcium and also helps keep the beak in good condition. Because your canary does not have teeth, a bowl of grit should always be on offer. This will help grind the food down in their stomach and also aids digestion.

Because your canary prefers to fly rather than play, it is not necessary to provide a lot of toys. A single toy or mirror is sufficient and will allow your canary the space to fly.  

Maintenance is also important. As well as replacing the floor covering and replacing food and water daily, wash the enclosure once a week with a bird safe disinfectant.. Household detergents should not be used.

Before purchasing your Canary, it is vitally important you have considered the following points:

· Canary’s have an average lifespan of 10 years

· They are escape artists. There is no easy solution to finding an escaped canary.  Don’t lose him in the first place.

· Canary’s will reach an adult size of 12-20cm


